
Dear Colleagues,

I would like to invite you contribute to an important Special 
Issue of Water focused on water quality and ecosystems in 
times of climate change. Papers in the Special Issue will 
focus on water quality management in ecosystems 
managed at the watershed scale. Ecosystem management 
takes an integrated approach, focusing on decisions to 
sustain ecosystem services. Water quality is a core 
ecosystem service from such watersheds. A watershed is a 
reasonable and e�ective scale for implementing ecosystem 
management. Land uses within a watershed o�en conflict in 
their delivery of ecosystem services. Ecosystem 
management attempts to bring together representative 
stakeholders to select future ecosystem services for which 
the watershed will be managed. The discussion with 
stakeholders requires consideration of trade-o�s, requiring 
stakeholders to make sacrifices for the greater good. 
Inherent in such a consideration are several concerns. 
Ecosystem management requires careful consideration of 
the ways managers find representative stakeholders, 
consider how future climate conditions will influence or 
control water quality and how uncertainty will control our 
ability to manage for the future. Papers in this Special Issue 
will advance our understanding of decisions to be made 
and actions to be taken in the near term (e.g., five years) that 
will best prepare water quality and watershed managers for 
conditions that will occur in 2050.
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